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Board of Pilot of Commissioners Suspends Pilot License 
Following OVERSEAS REYMAR Incident 

 
SAN FRANCISCO -- The Board of Pilot Commissioners for the Bays of San Francisco, San Pablo, and 
Suisun (Board) today announced it has suspended the state pilot license of Captain Guy Kleess for at least 
five months, imposed two-years of probation, and required multiple trips observing experienced pilots and 
remedial training in radar techniques, emergency ship handling and bridge resource management. The 
sanction was imposed following an investigation into the incident of January 7, 2013 in which the 
OVERSEAS REYMAR struck the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 
 
“The Board has imposed one of the most stringent disciplinary orders in decades, which includes 
suspension without pay, a substantial amount of mandatory training and the potential for revocation for any 
further violations,” said Allen Garfinkle, Executive Director of the Board. “This disciplinary order has been 
crafted to protect the public interest.” 
  
After the ship struck the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge in January, the Incident Review Committee 
(Committee) of the Board immediately launched an investigation and then completed a report based on its 
findings. The Board reviewed the Committee report and recommendation in a public hearing on April 4, 
2013. The Board agreed with the recommendation and started the formal process to take action against the 
pilot’s the pilot's license. Since that time Mr. Kleess has not been permitted to operate any ships.  
 
Mr. Kleess agreed to accept the following Disciplinary Order imposed by the Board:  

• Pilot license revoked,  but imposition of the revocation is stayed 
• Two years of probation with the potential of license revocation for any further violations 
• At least five months of suspension without pay pending completion of all remedial training and 

observation trip requirements 
• Mandatory remedial training in radar and other navigation techniques, ship bridge resource 

management, emergency ship handling, and use of portable navigation device, 
• Observing other experienced licensed pilots during 30 trips navigating in and out of the San 

Francisco Bay 
 
In addition to the above mentioned requirements, Mr. Kleess will be subject to two years of probation, and 
any violations of the terms of this probation during this period could result in license revocation.. The 
disciplinary matter will also remain on Mr. Kleess’s record for 10 years.  
 
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for the Bays of San Francisco, San Pablo and Suisun, sometimes called 
the “ The Pilot Commission,” licenses and regulates up to 60 pilots who guide ships in the Bays of San 
Francisco. The Board was created during the first legislative session of the new state of California in 1850 
and has served continuously ever since. The Board is a constituent department of the Transportation 
Agency.   
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