‘l@
AI§'

= NEWS

N 4
S S,
[ ~QCCREDITATI )
CONTACT: Fran Clader, Director of Communications (916) 843-3310
John Price, Commander
Office of Community Outreach & Media Relations
601 North 7th Street
Sacramento, CA 95811
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 2, 2014 14-30

LAW REQUIRESMOTORISTSTO GIVE BICYCLISTS
THREE FEET FOR SAFETY ASNEW SCHOOL YEARROLLSIN

SACRAMENTO, Calif. - With children heading backgohool, motorists should expect to see
more children riding to and from school on theymies. The California Highway Patrol (CHP)
would like to remind the public that on September 16, 2014, a new law affecting mot&stl
bicyclists takes effect.

According to the law, a driver must allow threetfetdistance when overtaking or passing a
bicyclist. If three feet is not available, a dmveust then slow to a safe speed and pass when no
danger is present.

"Motorists are reminded to pay close attentiorhasschool year approaches and exercise
caution when they see bicyclists on the road,"” € Commissioner Joe Farrow. "Be sure to
move over or slow down to pass when you see a lstyn the road and help keep our
roadways a safer place."

According to data from the Statewide Integratedfiac&ecords System, in 2012, there were
153 bicyclists killed in California, which reflecés7 percent increase from 2011. Those deaths
accounted for 5 percent of the total collision liies in California.

"As important as it is for vehicles to be mindfdilaur bicyclists, those who ride must exercise
safe practices and ride smart,” added Commissieaeow. "With both drivers and bicyclists
doing their part, we can help reduce the numbéragiedies involving bicyclists."

The danger surrounding motor vehicle traffic i juse aspect of a child's safe passage to and
from school. According to Safekids.org, more cteldages 5 to 14 are seen in emergency
rooms for injuries related to bicycling than anlietsport. Bicycle helmets, which are required
by law for children under 18 years of age in Caiifa, can reduce the risk of severe brain
injuries by 88 percent - yet only 45 percent otai@n 14 and under usually wear them.
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The CHP and Safekids.org offer the following traSafety tips for bicyclists:

"Use your head, wear a helmet." It is the singtsteffective safety device available to
reduce head injuries and deaths from bicycle csashe

» Tell your children to ride on the right side of ttead with traffic, not against it. Stay as
far to the right as safe and reasonable.

* Riding with traffic requires following the same eslas motorists. Riding on sidewalks
requires looking and yielding at all crossingsdaling pedestrian rules.

» Use appropriate hand signals and obey traffic $sgistopping at all stop signs and
stoplights.

» Teach your children to make eye contact with daveBicyclists should make sure
drivers are paying attention and are going to befpre they cross the street.

* When riding at dusk, dawn, or in the evening, bghtrand use lights - and make sure
your bike has reflectors as well. It is also smanvear clothes and accessories that have
retro-reflective materials to improve bicyclist ligity to motorists.

» Actively supervise children until you are comfofathat they are responsible to ride on
their own.

The mission of the California Highway Patrol isp@vide the highest level of Safety, Service,
and Security to the people of California.
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